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Politics and Economy during the Crisis in the Relations between the EU and Russia (Russian Vector)
Introduction
 Today the global trend of destabilisation of the world economy and global politics is getting stronger.  An important aspect, contributing to this trend, is the loss of priority of the economy over the policy in the dialog between Russia and the European Union.    The current situation is extremely negative: tasks for development of both parties now can be resolved outside the cooperation paradigm. The European Union’s tough and in its own way well grounded position pursued since the beginning of the international diplomatic, military and political crisis around Ukraine has played its role. This position develops a sense of alienation from Europe, and what is even worth it develops in the Russian political and public consciousness a perception that it is a normal state of affairs. 
 However, stability of the Russian economy (as any other economy) can grow only if its development and external economic relations are based on as many reliable partners as possible. Today, Russia is forced to look for partners in Asia and in other continents and  it has  achieved considerable success in this pursue [пэсью] (activities of the BRICS group, for example). Today, Russia is being less and less the Europe’s outskirts (Э)  and more and more an independent Eurasian centre of power. And this factor determines Russian political and economic behaviour.    The cooperation paradigm is once again substituted by the mutual deterrence paradigm.  The relations between EU and Russia remain securitised. 
However, risks have increased as well. Russia has gained such a weight and influence that these inevitably resulted in an attempt to weaken its capacities.  
And here the  security dilemma has occurred in the Russian external policy: achieving a goal, taking an adequate niche at the global stage resulted in occurrence[экэ’ранс ]  of threats to the country’s national security.  However, weakening, loss of the achieved position is an even greater threat. 

The search for ways out of the existing situation, its desecuritization, taking the priorities of the Russian economic and political  development into account, is the most important task for Russia. 
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The key research question is whether the growth in political and economic stability in the area of international  security can optimise relations between the European Union and Russian Federation and strengthen the Russian national economy and politics as well
3

Area of opportunities for Russia
 Over the recent years Russia has demonstrated the most powerful self-development capacity. However, further artificial restriction ( искусственное сдерживание)  of its foreign economic  and political interactions may result in weakening of its economy. Therefore, along the much needed structural rebuilding of the national economy (smoothing disproportions, eliminating inefficient economic process management, unfair competition between the country’s residents, etc.), the search for ways of political and economic rapprochement between Russia and European Union would be very expedient.   The economic and political (ай) isolation means double impact on the economy that Russia has never experienced before. Considerable difficulty here is unpredictable depth and duration of the recessionary processes. 
Therefore, paradoxically, this very period of economic and political destabilisation in relations of the EU and Russia has to be considered as favourable for changes in Russia and the EU themselves.  
4
Prospective Russian economic development in the contest of fewer external challenges and threats.
Russia has been traditionally considered as a high-risk economy. A large market and profits are on the one hand, and unpredictability is on the other.   
 Risk areas. 
1. The information confrontation means great mismatch between the policy adhered (адхиед)  by the state and how it is perceived by other countries and their populations. 
Political technologies that ensure formation of public opinion in other countries,  decrease the adequacy of perception of Russia in both economic and political context.  A whole range of communication and psychological (сайколоджикал) problems has been created at the level of concepts and texts typical for the cold war era (иера)  and at the level of visualisation of Russia as a vague (вейг)  “dark” force. Catchy, available, easily perceived information can facilitate (облегчать)  transformation of any unpredictability into a tool for manipulating the perception of an individual, group of people, society as a whole.   
The task for overcoming this peculiar “reality effect” is an important,  though VERY  complicated  target for Russia to achieve in its international information policy.   
All these aspects negatively affect the country’s attractiveness to non-resident counterparts, starting with common tourists and ending with foreign investors. In the latter case, the problem concerns serious mismatch between the investment climate and country’s investment image. For example, in accordance with the World Bank’s Doing Business 2017, Russia is the 40th, having lost four positions in 2016 and having fared worse than not only a range of developed countries (Germany - 17th) but also than individual developing countries (Republic of Korea - 5th, etc.) and some of transition  economies as well. (Kazakhstan - 35th, plus 16 points).
2 Political  commitment  in the political/economic evaluation, id est i.e. the misinterpretation of actual Russian economic landscape threatens the country’s economic security.  
Russia’s participation in the activities of groups, clubs, international organisations, academic exchanges allows mitigating this threat at least partly, by making its position available to other key players. 
However, it is obvious that each participant in these interactions is lead by its own interests.
 Russia’s task is to find a common ground in these interests, areas that can be mutually profitable. It is not an easy task to accomplish-  as no country, no political management continuously adheres one-dimensional development, the vector deviates under the circumstances.
 This can be observed in the context of Russia that  has been forced to pursue [пэсью]  the import substitution policy, extend its foreign relations geography and develop its defence industry complex (ОПК)   over the recent years.  
Moreover, the country is still interested in fruitful relations with the European Union, which is much obstructed by the USA. 
 And Also the multitude of the EU members  contribute to the problem as each of them has its own position.  It should be also taken into account that the specificity of their political positioning in the dialog with Russia is based on economic circumstances. For example, some of the EU countries are the major consumers of our national energy resources. Particularly, Germany tops the list of Russian natural gas consumers (44.11bn cbm), which inspires its measures for protection of its national interests in this area. 
3 Investment attractiveness is still a critical issue. 
 In the course of negotiations relating to the Russia’s participation in the World Trade Organization;( WTO) , the country has undertaken obligations for transforming its national laws to the extent of their compliance (комплайенс) with the Organisation’s agreements, and has fulfilled them. Moreover, Russia provides favourable treatment for member countries of integration associations, in which Russia participates as well.  However, the formation of favourable investment climate is a rather long process, problematic entrance, selective enforcement and corruption can be mentioned among traditional issues.  It is impossible to eliminate them, however, their negative impact can be mitigated. 
4 Considerable risks for national economy are related to the changing position of our country at the global stage. 
Forceful achievement of goals in combination with geopolitical factor resulted in sharpening opposition with a range of developed countries, primarily, with the USA.  The crisis has turned out to be long-term, which is not at all typical for a resource-based economy. 
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Russia’s opportunities
1.  In its relations with foreign countries, it is useful to adhere the existing direction towards geographic d (ай) iversification. It is important to keep economic interactions at the bilateral, regional and international levels. Over the last decade, Russia has been able to prove globally that, while being a resource-based country, it could affect economic and political processes, overcoming the “Dutch disease”.  However, further artificial restriction of its foreign economic interactions may result in weakening its economy.
2 In order to overcome the threats to national economic security, it is useful to keep the import substitution trend, increasing the economy’s investment attractiveness through its transparency and improvement of general economic management conditions.
3 Optimum use of such resource potential as the size of the territory, allows optimising logistics and infrastructure not only inside the country but also, by turning it into the largest global transportation hub; 
4 One more crucial suggestive resource is the defence industry complex with its advanced high technologies that can be quite easily conversed into development and production of various cutting-edge (передовых) electronic devices that are commercially competitive at the global market.  
5 Development of human resources is currently the state’s main focus.  For example, the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation as a political institution faces such a task as strengthening the “global integration” of Russia as a key component behind the country’s connectivity with the rest of the world and its subsequent ability to wi (И) eld influence.    
The point at issue is to increase the number of people who come to visit, study or live in the country.  The task of strengthening communication, id est i.e. how well a country is able to communicate with the world, is as important. The world economy and international relations departments of the Diplomatic Academy are focused on resolution of this task. 
Conclusion 
  If Russia manages to use its economic opportunities, 
 if Russia and the EU are able to overcome their ideological and political gap
 if they will be able to stop “mirroring each other” and waiting for the opponent’s political fiasco, 
then over the future 10 to 15 years, Russia will have all conditions for becoming a major industrial country, in which the EU will be interested no lesser than in the USA or China.  
The task for both Russia and the EU is to find a way to overcome the gap between the theory and practice, 
it is important to find a common ground in the performer’s (political class, state) set of values with the customer’s (civil society, economy) set of values for such a development process to be successful.  
The existing task is crucial for both Russia and the EU. 
I would like to say a few more words on that matter – я бы хотела сказать еще пару слов по данному вопросу

I would like to stop on that issue – я бы хотела остановится на этом вопросе
Please look at the screen

You can see on the screen 

As you can see on the screen

Moving to the next point/topic/issue – переходя к следующему пункту/теме/вопросу

It is also worth mentioning that – также стоит упомянуть что 
Furthermore I would like to add – кроме того я бы хотела добавить
Unfortunately by the time I’ve conducted my presentation new stats/information/numbers appeared – к сожалению к моменту как я закончила свою презентацию появились новые данные/статистка/инвормация/цифры
PAGE  
1

